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10 MAY 2020 – 5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

Prayer for the Week 
Almighty God, 

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 

grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 

so by your continual help 

we may bring them to good effect; 

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

 

 

Our Prayers are asked for: 
All prevented from worshipping with us, remembering this week 

George Daley  :  Gwen Leather  :  Marilyn Dorum 

Unwell  

Ann Blanchard  :  Anthony & Barbara Green  :  Owen Shepherd   

Hilary Simpson  :  Josephine Chizema (Tony’s mother)    

and those with Coronavirus symptoms from our community and beyond. 

Rest in Peace  

Maurice Bailey (Val’s husband) 

Pat Beardsmore (90) Caroline’s mother, Tereza’s mother in law 

 
 

 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

http://www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/
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Readings for the week 
 

Acts 7.55-60            

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they 

covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then 

they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 

their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 

Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 

cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 

said this, he died.  

 

John 14.1-14 

Jesus the Way to the Father 

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 

you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to 

him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus said 

to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 

me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 

but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I 

tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 

in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

 



The Vicar Writes … 

 

In our reading from Acts, Stephen, the first martyr, facing his death, sees not an 

ending or closure, but rather, "the heavens opened". For Christians, especially in 

this season of Easter, death is not a cul-de-sac, a failure, an end, but rather an 

invitation into something more. This invitation into the open-ended possibility of 

new life is most memorably expressed in the familiar words from John's Gospel, 

"In my Father's house there are many dwelling places," (although I suspect some of 

us prefer the "many mansions" of the King James Version!). Either way, 

surrounded by so much death and loss, we do well to remember that we all called 

"further up and further in" (as CS Lewis puts it in The Last Battle), that death is 

not a failure, nor always tragic, but can be a gateway to unimagined fulfillment. Of 

course, in the meantime we are called to "Life in all it's fullness", and death and 

suffering approaching it are to be minimized where possible, but in pushing away 

fear, and like Stephen staring open-eyed into the mystery of God's love that lies 

beyond, we shall face both this life, and its earthly end, in a far better way. 

 

Andrew Quigley 

 
ALL CHURCHES ARE CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE   

We will reopen as soon as permitted by the Government – details will be posted 

on our website, Facebook page and on the porch noticeboard once this occurs. 

 
CONTACTING THE TEAM  You may not be physically seeing us but we are  

still working!  Andrew can be contacted by email revdaquigley@gmail.com or 

0116 254 4113. Annabel in the Church Office can be contacted by email 

office@stjamesthegreater.org.uk or 07749 227109 (weekdays only please unless 

an emergency) Further details are on our website www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk 

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH  This bulletin will be emailed every week if possible - if 

you do not have access to the internet please ask a relative or friend to contact 

the Church Office to be included.  We are unable to print until Government 

restrictions are eased, if you are able to share news with those who do not 

have internet, they will be most grateful. 

 

ARTICLES  If you would like to share what you are doing during your isolation, 

perhaps a recipe to use those tins we have all stockpiled or a poem/joke to 

brighten our day, please email to office@stjamesthegreater.org.uk by Wednesday 

midday for inclusion. 

 

http://www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/
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Resources for Home Worship 
 

Broadcast Media 

Daily Service  Mon-Fri at 9.45am    Radio 4 LW 

Choral Evensong  Wed at 3.30pm & Sun at 3pm Radio 3 

Sunday Worship  Sun at 8.10am    Radio 4 

Morning Worship Sun – check schedule for time BBC1  

Songs of Praise  Sun – check schedule for time BBC1 
 

Online 

www.churchofengland.org 

www.leicestercathedral.org 
 

Many churches and cathedrals have put services online – let us know your favourites so 

we can share next week.  

 

Hymn Singing 

If you are missing singing hymns, then do check out Saturday morning hymn 

practice provided by William Saunders (of St. Edmundsbury Cathedral) at 10 am 

each week.  A words sheet can be downloaded from his website (http://william-

saunders.info/2020/03/24/hymn-practice-congo-live-on-saturday-mornings/) and 

the event is broadcast live from his home via his Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/musicianwilliam?epa=SEARCH_BOX) or can be 

watched there later, if 10 am on a Saturday is too early for you.  You can even 

make requests for a hymn to be included.   

 

BIBLE STUDY  In the near future the vicar would like to invite you to an online 

video discussion of Sunday's readings. We'd like to do this via "zoom", an online 

video conferencing programme. To join you'll need a computer, phone or tablet 

with a camera and microphone, a reasonably good internet connection, and to 

download the zoom software (which is free). Please then email the vicar and you'll 

receive an invitation to the virtual meeting.  If you need help downloading to 

your phone or computer please call or email Annabel who will try to help. 

 

THE SHELL  The quarterly editions of The Shell will continue to be published, 

not in hard copy for the foreseeable future, but in glorious technicolour on the St 

James’s website – www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk.  The summer edition will be 

published at the end of May and the closing date for copy is 18 May.  Please use 

these lockdown hours to write those super articles which have been buzzing 

around in your head for so long and send your material to Graham at 

editor@stjamesthegreater.org.uk.  Thank you. 
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http://www.leicestercathedral.org/
http://william-saunders.info/2020/03/24/hymn-practice-congo-live-on-saturday-mornings/
http://william-saunders.info/2020/03/24/hymn-practice-congo-live-on-saturday-mornings/
https://www.facebook.com/musicianwilliam?epa=SEARCH_BOX


GIVING TO ST JAMES  We know that many of you will see your income 

reduced and other hardships so we are most grateful to all those who have 

already pledged to continue their giving through this difficult time.  If you 

normally give through gift aid envelopes, stewardship envelopes or cash on 

the plate, please contact the Church Office if you are able to switch to a 

standing order, we also can accept cheques through the post. 

 

DAILY HOPE TELEPHONE SERVICE  

 

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services 

from the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  The line – which is 

available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with 

those unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in 

mind.   

 

Options available include materials also available digitally by the Church of 

England’s Communications team such as Prayer during the Day and Night Prayer 

updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England 

weekly national online service.  A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small 

selection of hymns, updated daily.  An option entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides 

a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the Connections group. 
 

The options are detailed below: 

1. Hymns we love - one each day with a spoken reflection based on it 

2. Hymn line - favourite hymns on a repeating loop 

3. Prayer line - prayers for the coronavirus crisis 

4. Access to more options (5-7) 

5. Weekly service from C of E  

6. Morning and Evening Prayer from Common Worship 

7. Latest Government advice on Coronavirus 

Pressing 0 returns you to the top menu (1-4) and * gives access to the full text of 

the Archbishop of Canterbury’s introduction. 
 

It is helpful to have the telephone on speakerphone to avoid having to hold the 

handset for a long time.   

 

Vicky Roe 

Pastoral Assistant 

 

HELP FOR PEOPLE SELF-ISOLATING We have volunteers who have 

offered to help members with shopping or other essentials who have nobody else 

to help them and are not able to get online shopping.  Please contact the 

Church Office for further details of this and other neighbourhood schemes 

being established.   



CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
 

This coming week is Christian Aid Week. The coronavirus crisis means it will be 

very different from usual this year. It’s more important than ever that we come 

together to support our sisters and brothers living in poverty. 
 

Online events 

 

• Sunday 10 May, 1.00pm: Live-streamed Christian Aid Week service with Dr 

Rowan Williams.   

 

• Monday 11 May - Saturday 16 May, 11am: Live daily reflections from 

Christian Aid's staff and partners overseas. 
 

• Sunday 10 May - Saturday 16 May, 7.30pm: Daily fun quizzes for the whole 

family. 
 

Go to https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/virtual-fundraisers and 

follow the links to join in these events. 
 

Donating 

Please donate to Christian Aid if you can this week, either online at 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk or by phoning 020 7523 2269. 

 

Andrew Curry 

Coordinator for Leicester 

 

QUIZ TIME 

 

This week set by Kathryn Jackson, our Head Chorister 

 

1 What's the collective name for a group of ferrets? 
 

2 What is the animal on the Porsche logo? 
 

3 What year was Prince Charles born in? 
 

4 Who does the voiceover for the TV show Love Island? 
 

5 What is the time difference between London and New York at the moment? 
 

6 What is the name of a thirteen sided shape? 
 

7 What is found at 150 Piccadilly, London? 
 

8 Who did Bjorn Borg beat to win his final Wimbledon mens singles final? 
 

9 Which English city has a 'Northern Quarter'? 
 

10 What is the chemical symbol for iron? 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/virtual-fundraisers
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PUZZLE TIME 
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